
The Alban Way
...the green route
from St Albans Abbey
to Hatfi eld House...
The Alban Way is a trail for cyclists and walkers 
along a former railway line. It is an important 
link in the local sustainable transport network 
and forms part of Route 61 of the Sustrans 
National Cycle Network.

The Alban Way has a smooth surface, suitable 
for all users, with lighting at the Hatfi eld end. 
It has many access points, most of which are 
ramped or level. It provides a route for leisure, 
commuting and safe routes to school.

The Alban Way is 61/2 miles long (about 40 
minutes’ cycling). It runs between Cottonmill 
Lane in St Albans and Wrestlers Bridge in 
Hatfi eld, providing a safe link between these 
two historic towns, with access to many 
amenities and facilities. 

For most of its length, the Alban Way runs 
along the former route of the Hatfi eld to St 
Albans branch line of the Great Northern 
Railway. Opened in 1865, the line was used 
for freight and passenger services until it was 
closed and dismantled in 1969. 
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The old wooden railway platform on the 
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Walkers
Take care along the trail, remember cycles are very quiet
and you may not hear them coming.

Please keep dogs under control and clear up all dog mess.

Please keep the Alban Way tidy, take your litter home. 

Please do not pick the wildfl owers.

Do not wander onto adjacent private land.

Cyclists
Please be considerate to other users and allow plenty of
room when passing. Fit a bell to warn others, considerately,
of your approach.

Take special care when approaching all junctions.

Make sure your bike is in good order.

Misuse
To report criminal activity or misuse of the Alban Way
contact the Community Team at St Albans Police Station
Tel: 01727 796042.

Map Feedback
Email all comments to: map@stacc.org.uk.
Map updates will be available on:
www.stacc.org.uk/albanway.

Other Walking & Cycling Maps
Contact Pedal Point - Tel: 01707 357551 for copies of other free 
maps in this series including: The Ayots, The Great North Way 
& The Cole Green Way.

Map / photography / leafl et design by Stephen Wragg:
Wragg Art House & St Albans Cycle Campaign (STACC) member: www.wah.co.uk.

Mapping based on an original GPS map survey by
Stephen, Harriet & Joseph Wragg 2002-2003.

Map text by Jane Dudman, STACC member: www.jdudman.com

Many thanks to all STACC members for their contributions!

Historical information about the former railway line is based on: 
The Hatfi eld to St Albans Branch Line by R Taylor and B Anderson (Oakwood Press).
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Friends of the Alban Way
The Friends of the Alban Way was formed by  
Groundwork Hertfordshire and St Albans City 
& District Council in 2003. It informs interested 
parties about progress being made to develop the 
route further.  To fi nd out more contact St Albans 
City & District Council or Pedal Point (see below).

Alban Way Feedback
If you have any comments concerning the Alban 
Way, contact St Albans City & District Council:
Tel: 01727 866100, or Pedal Point (see below) for 
Hatfi eld section.

Pedal Point
The one point of contact for all issues relating to 
cycling in the Welwyn Hatfi eld area:
Tel: 01707 357551 www.welhat.gov.uk/pedalpoint
Email: pedalpoint@welhat.gov.uk

St Albans Cycle Campaign
Working for cycling in St Albans district.
Contact us for help or information on all aspects 
of cycling: www.stacc.org.uk

Welwyn Hatfi eld Cycling Strategy & Forum
The Forum was set up to aid development of 
the local cycle strategy. For information please 
contact Pedal Point (details above).

Welwyn Hatfi eld Activity Map
This shows walking and cycling routes in the 
Welwyn Hatfi eld area - available from Pedal Point, 
The Galleria or Hatfi eld Cycle Centre.

Hertsdirect
See CycleWeb pages for cycling information in 
Hertfordshire: www.hertsdirect.org.uk

Other information
For information about the local area visit the 
Tourist Information Centre, St Albans in the 
Old Town Hall - Tel: 01727 864511, or Campus 
West, Welwyn Garden City - Tel: 01707 357150.

For bus and rail information call the
Hertfordshire Traveline - Tel: 0345 244344

Useful contacts:
St Albans Abbey - Tel: 01727 860780
www.stalbanscathedral.org.uk

Hatfi eld House - Tel: 01727 287010
www.hatfi eld-house.co.uk

Museum of St Albans - Tel: 01727 819340
www.stalbansmuseums.org.uk

Verulamium Museum - Tel: 01727 751810
www.stalbansmuseums.org.uk

Sustrans - Tel: 0117 929 0888
www.sustrans.org.uk

Blackberry Arch 

The Blackberry Arch 
created by local sculptor 

Diane Maclean in 1998.

This cast iron milepost marks 
the boundary between St Albans
and Welwyn Hatfi eld. There are
many mileposts like this along thhe the
National Cycle Network, a 6,000-000-6,00
mile backbone of cycle and walkingnd wal and
routes around the UK, co-ordinatedK, co-orUK, c
by Sustrans.
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Hatfi eld House
Old Hatfi eld has many historic 

buildings, including the Old Palace, 
built in 1497, whose most famous 

resident was Princess Elizabeth. It was 
here, in 1558, that she learned she had 
become Queen, following the death of 

Queen Mary. 

The Old Palace sits in the grounds of 
Hatfi eld House, built in 1607 as the 

seat of the Cecil family and still home 
to Lord and Lady Salisbury. A stunning 
Jacobean house, Hatfi eld House sits in 
its own Great Park and has magnifi cent 

gardens, nature trails and a national 
collection of model soldiers. 

Cycles are not allowed in the grounds, 
but you can lock your bike at the 

Railway Station opposite the main 
entrance on the Great North Road.
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