
Described by former resident George Bernard Shaw as a dent George Bernard Shaw aw a
welfth century village where the last thing of real importance the last thing of real importannc

was perhaps the Flood.” You can now visit the author’s You can now visit the authorr’s
residence at Shaw’s Corner – vveteran cyclist in the gardens s
below, discover the old church ruins or visit the ‘new’ C16 h ruins or visit the ‘new’t the ‘new’ C16church ruins or visitww

church reminiscent of a classical Greek templeiscent of a classical Gree left.

From the old mill you can takeom ill yorom th ake
leasant walk through the a ple k thro

cket estate, or in the other Brocket esta in in the other 
irection along thedirection alo he River LeaRiver Lea
to Stanborough Lakto Stanboro akes. See

also Lemsford Springs so Lemsford S s nature also L
reser e -serve - cover for info. back co or info.fo. 

Dating back possibly to 40BC when the area wasrea wasting 
populated by the Catuvellauni tribe these massivelated 
earthworks probably formed the protective rks pr
enclosure to their principal settlement. It is likely enclosure to o thei
that they were defeated by Julias Caesar at this re ddefeatefdefe
very spot. The two ditches, Devil’s Dyke on the ditches, Devil
west, The Slad on the east, had an original depth original depth ot had an original depth
of 13 metres and were discovered iin 1932.s i

Nomansland is great place to explore on foot or sit oma
back and watch the local cricketers during the Summer er nd mer 
months. Historically the common was used for horsrse yistHistorically th orse
racing, grazing and prize fi ghting, now fl ying model del p pr e fi ghrac od
aircraft or kites are a more common sight.a moa moa omrcra

This is an exception mple nal exampnal exampep
of an Arts and Crafts c ch s churcs churchd C
built in 1875, the site of he of the of the , t
earlier church can be seenen a aah c
little way to the north wheh where hee
only the churchyard remains.remains.hyo

Ayot St Peter Church

Ayot Greenway

Old Welwyn
Welwyn was of strategic of strate
importance because of itbecause ts 
location in the Mimram Vahe Mimr Valley 
attracting settlers from as s frrofrom
early as the Iron Age. Later AgeAgege er
the Romans settled and built ed and ed and bnd bsettle b
villas and bath houses. The ThThhovi eba
Welwyn Roman Baths can be Wel n R
seen underneath the A1(M). e A1unnseen u
Contact 01707 271362 for more 362 fotact 
informationtion. In the C17 Welwyn C17. In
became an important staging imb

st on the Great North Road.e Gpost on thppo

n waBuilt soon after orld War Two, the town wad Wd W as the second aWa th ondrldWo
of Ebenezer How rd’s garden cities. The cos g oncept behind cos ce  behird’sowar

the garden city wasthe garden city was o merge the best of tomeme own and country o an ry nd c ms to
e Land help ease don’s overcrowdingonn . The fi rst houses .e rs hodonLond

were occupied in 19were occupied i . Parts of the original settlement can nain mettleme can  Pa920.
takingbe viewed by t he Great North Wayy down Handside yta Handow ndsidehe g th

Lane. You can also shone. You can als at the Howard Cenntre or go boating ns re oating o boaat top a
rough Lat Stanbor kes to the south of thf the town centre.f thor ntrtown es LakeLa

Welwyn Garden City

The Ayot Greenway links Welwyn Garden City Greenway links Welwyn GardeA Green
with Wheathampstead. Ideal for walking and wit pstead. Ideal for walkth m

cling, this predominantly traffi c free route cycl dominantly traffi c free rocl d
s the former railway line that ran to Lutonfollows t lway line that ran to Luto . th ilw

ke a picnic to Robinsons Wood or explore oneTake a ons Wood or explore e ne one cn on
of the many footpaths off the greenway. In woff the greenway. wet ny fo wetwetan o

conditions parts of the path can get quite mudh can get quite ddy, rts oart  
but there are plans to improve the surfacns to improve the s ace.e ae im

Nomansland Common

Wheathampstead

It is believed that the village name o iginates from b ag or
‘wet homestead’ being situated on e River Leah ua th
with its water meadows. Mentioned as far back as ts wa fat en d a
1060, today the village is centred ar und the High today the villato ntroda rou
Street with its pubs, small shops and the impressive d the impressive its pubs, smw opth its nd
C13-14 church of St Helens of St Hel4 h of photo belowto be .ww

The Great North Way

Sherrardspark Woods

This 200 acre wood is recognised as one of d iThis 200 acacre wood secois recos ones o e of 
est examplesthe fi nest examples of natural sessile oak est examples s othe fi nest l sate fi oaksilt

and hornbeam planplantations in Britain. There d h nt n Bon . Thtai hereons 
are many woodare many woodland walks to choose fromnd o d wal se oo mewalks 

ding the old railway line which can be including the old railway line which can berailway line which can be ludin e ra ne chch can way
d explored from Caxplored from Campus West, Brockswoodxplored from Campus West, Brockswoodd m es ock woou

h is Lane or the B197ane or the B197 at Ayot Green. This pathane or the B197 at Ayot Green. This pathh t Ayot G Th paat Aorne t G
chais rs.iruitable for cyclists, walkers and wheelcsuitable for cyclists, walkers and wheelcsu hrs and wke d .uitable for ts,yaui kelker

Devil’s Dyke & The Slad

Brocket Hall

From the footpath youFrom he footpath you can u
admire the C16 mansion see the C16 mansion set s
in a magnifi cent park with a ifi cent p rk
fi ne vista across the lake. he

Ayot St Lawrence & Shaw’s Corner

This route forms part of the NatioThisTh
Cycle Network as Route 12 which wNCy

eventually link London with Peterborough roughnk Lnt
and beyond! The Ayots section runs along runs aloe Aybey
the old railway line through Sherrardspark herrardhrrailw
Woods, Quiet Lanes through Ayot St Peter roue

and country lanes towards Codicote. The ds ry
32 mile route throughout Hertfordshire is e thre thr3 rtute

now open from Potters Bar to Letchworth.m PoPoow etcom

Pick up information and a free map from Picic p for
local outlets including tourist information cal al tion  in

centres and Pedal Point.

Lemsford



o p e n  c o u n t r y  b e t w e e n
Welwyn & Wheathampstead

The Ayots
walking & cycl ing

pedalPOINT
01707 357551t

Ideas for getting out & about
from Welwyn Garden City
• Take Bus 366 to Wheathampstead

 (20 mins; Mon – Sat only); 

 Walk back to Welwyn Garden City

 via Ayot Green Way (6 miles)

• Cycle to Ayot St Lawrence via Sherrardspark Woods,

 Ayot St Peter Road, Codicote Road & Hill Farm Lane

 (5 miles).

 Return by bike to WGC via Bride Hall Lane,

 Codicote Road, byway towards Wheathampstead

 & Ayot Green Way (6 miles)

from Wheathampstead
• Take Bus 382 to Ayot St Lawrence

 (8 mins; Sundays only)

• Walk back to Wheathampstead

 via Devils’ Dyke (3 miles)

Cycle Safety
Consider wearing a helmet & bright or 

fl uorescent clothing during the day. Wear 

refl ective clothing and use lights at night 

and in poor visibility.

On traffi c-free sections be considerate 

to other users, and use a bell to warn 

walkers of your approach.

The Ordnance Survey mapping data included within this publication is provided by Hertfordshire County Council 
under licence from the Ordnance Survey in order to fulfi l its public function to provide information relating to its 
activities, services and plans. Persons viewing this mapping should contact Ordnance Survey copyright for advice 
should they wish to licence Ordnance Survey mapping for their own use. Such mapping is based upon Ordnance 
Survey material with the permission of Her Majesty’s Stationery Offi ce © Crown copyright 100019606 2005.

Cartography, photography*, leafl et design cycling by Stephen Wragg - Wragg Art House: www.wah.co.uk

© WAH 2005
* all photos by Stephen Wragg except: veteran cyclists at Shaw’s Corner - with thanks to The National Trust 

and Welwyn Roman Baths legionary - with thanks to Hertfordshire County Council.

Hertfordshire Rural Transport
Partnership



Explore, Discover & Enjoy!
The Ayots
There is some great countryside in 
Hertfordshire for you to discover. This leafl et 
covers the area around the Ayots between 
Welwyn Garden City and Wheathampstead.

Quiet Lanes, many footpaths and bridleways 
including the Ayot Greenway make this area 
ideal to explore by foot and bicycle. 

Why not leave the car at home and take the 
bike on the train to Welwyn Garden City? You 
can cycle through Sherrardspark Woods on the 
Ayot Greenway to explore the area.

Alternatively if you are coming from Stevenage 
or St Albans take the ‘Enjoy! Hertfordshire’ 
382 service. Look out for the orange Enjoy! bus 
on Sundays and Bank Holidays.

This leafl et shows you what you can see and 
visit in this beautiful area from historic houses 
and churches to ancient woodlands and old 
railway lines. What’s more these places can 
also be accessed without the car.

Quiet Lanes
The Quiet Lanes project was developed by the 

Countryside Agency to preserve the character 

of country lanes and encourage walkers, 

cyclists and horse riders to ‘share with care.’ 

Ayot St Peter Rd, School Lane, Whitehill and 

Waterend Lane all form part of the Quiet 

Lanes network in the parish of Ayot St Peter 

linking footpaths, bridleways and cycle tracks.

Want to explore further?
There are a number of other free publications 

covering old railway lines in the area 

including the Cole Green Way (WGC - Hertford 

& Ware) and Alban Way (Hatfi eld - St Albans). 

Cycling Discovery maps also show some great 

rural rides in Hertfordshire.

Take the bus - and get half price 
entry to Shaw’s Corner!
To make it easier to get to the Ayots from St 

Albans and Stevenage, a Sunday and Bank 

Holiday service runs between these two 

towns. It passes through Wheathampstead, 

Ayot St Lawrence and Old Knebworth. Taking 

the bus is an ideal way of beating traffi c and 

car park queues.

What’s more, on production of your bus ticket 

you can get half price entry into

Shaw’s Corner at Ayot St Lawrence.

The bus starts and fi nishes at Stevenage 

and St Albans City Stations making it easy 

to go by train to and from London and 

the north. The bus can be used as a ‘park 

and ride’ service by leaving your car at 

Wheathampstead and taking the bus for the

8 minute journey to Ayot St Lawrence.

Pick up the ‘Enjoy! Hertfordshire’ 382 leafl et 
for more details including things to do, places 
to eat and fare information. Alternatively 
contact Intalink for information.The service 
will be reviewed in late 2005.

Want to know more?
Walking & cycling
• For the Welwyn Hatfi eld area contact:

 Pedal Point : Tel: 01707 357551

 www.welhat.gov.uk/pedalpoint

• For the St Albans & Wheathampstead area

 contact St Albans District Council:

 Tel: 01727 866100, www.stalbans.gov.uk

• For county wide cycling check out:

 www.hertsdirect.org.uk/cycleweb

• The Countryside Management Service has

 a series of local maps for walks & cycle rides:

 Tel: 01727 843067, www.hertsdirect.org.uk/cms 

• Rights of Way:

 Tel. 01992 555555, www.hertsdirect.org.uk/row

Public Transport
• Bus information, timetables & fares

 Tel: 0870 608 20608, www.intalink.org.uk

• WAGN rail services serving

 Welwyn Garden City: www.wagn.co.uk

• Thameslink services serving St Albans

 www.thameslink.co.uk

• National Rail Enquiries:

 Tel: 08457 48 49 50, www.nationalrail.co.uk

Local attractions
• Shaw‘s Corner, Ayot St Lawrence.

 Tel: 01438 820307, www.nationaltrust.org.uk

• Welwyn Roman Baths 

 Tel: 01707 271362, www.hertsmuseums.org.uk

• Lemsford Springs Nature Reserve.

 Tel. 01727 858901, www.wildlifetrust.org.uk/herts 

• Stanborough Lakes, Welwyn Garden City.

 Tel: 01707 327655

• The Howard Centre, Welwyn Garden City.

 Tel. 01707 320026, www.howard-centre.co.uk


